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ABSTRACT

Improving reading proficiency in students requires effective pedagogical approaches that are tailored
to the individual needs and learning styles. This article aims to explore various pedagogical
techniques and strategies that can be employed to enhance reading skills. This research uses a
literature review method to analyze different approaches that have proven effective in reading
instruction. Techniques such as reading modeling, group discussions, and the integration of
technology in reading instruction are evaluated based on evidence from previous studies.
Additionally, methods such as strategy-based learning, direct instruction, and active reading
comprehension techniques are analyzed to identify ways to improve text understanding and student
engagement. Other methods explored include digital literacy-based learning, which utilizes
technology platforms to enrich students' reading experiences. The findings suggest that using a
combination of these techniques resulted in significant improvements in reading proficiency, with
decoding skills improving by 36.4%, fluency by 33.3%, and comprehension by 40% The study also
emphasizes the importance of ongoing assessment to adjust pedagogical approaches in alignment with
the students' reading development.
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INTRODUCTION

Reading proficiency plays a pivotal role in students' academic development, as it is
essential not only for understanding academic content but also for fostering critical thinking
and lifelong learning. Effective reading skills are fundamental to the acquisition of
knowledge in virtually all academic disciplines, and they provide the foundation for success
in both personal and professional contexts. However, despite its importance, many students
worldwide face challenges in achieving high levels of reading proficiency, and this issue
continues to be a persistent concern for educators and policymakers alike. In response to
this, researchers have been increasingly focused on identifying effective pedagogical
approaches to improve reading skills in diverse student populations.

The importance of improving reading proficiency is widely recognized, and a variety
of pedagogical strategies have been proposed over the years. These strategies range from
traditional methods of instruction, such as phonics-based and whole language approaches,
to more contemporary methods incorporating technology, differentiated instruction, and
motivational strategies. Research indicates that the most effective reading instruction takes
a balanced approach, integrating a combination of these strategies to address the diverse
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needs of students (Caine, 2023; Mondesir et al., 2020). This approach allows for a more
holistic development of reading skills, catering to both the technical aspects of reading, such
as decoding and fluency, and the interpretative skills needed for comprehension and critical
analysis of texts (Paige et al., 2024).

As the landscape of education evolves, technology has become an increasingly
important tool in the teaching of reading. Digital platforms and resources offer
opportunities for interactive learning, personalized feedback, and access to a wide range of
reading materials. However, while technology presents new opportunities for reading
instruction, it also raises concerns about equity and the potential for over-reliance on digital
tools (Scott et al., 2021). Therefore, finding a balance between traditional and digital tools,
as well as ensuring that these tools are used effectively, is critical to maximizing their
potential benefits in reading instruction.

In the context of improving reading proficiency, pedagogical strategies must be
flexible enough to meet the diverse needs of learners. For instance, students with different
levels of reading proficiency —whether struggling readers or advanced students —require
differentiated instruction tailored to their individual needs (Dhakal, 2021). Differentiation
can include modifying reading materials, adjusting teaching strategies, and using
assessments to monitor progress and inform instruction. By tailoring instruction to students'
needs, teachers can ensure that all learners have the opportunity to improve their reading
skills at their own pace.

Another key factor in promoting reading proficiency is student motivation. Research
has shown that students who are motivated to read are more likely to engage with texts and
improve their reading skills over time (Barber et al., 2020). Motivation can be fostered
through a variety of strategies (Mufioz-Restrepo et al.,, 2020), such as providing
opportunities for student choice in reading materials, creating a positive and supportive
reading environment, and connecting reading tasks to students' interests and real-world
experiences (Biilbiil, 2024). Motivation plays a critical role in encouraging students to persist
with reading, even when they encounter difficulties, and can help them develop a long-term
interest in reading as a lifelong skill.

To better understand the different approaches to reading instruction and how they can
be applied effectively, it is useful to explore a range of strategies and techniques that have
been identified in the literature. Below is a summary of key pedagogical approaches to
reading instruction, along with examples of techniques and the supporting research behind

each approach.
Table 1: Summary of Key Pedagogical Approaches in Reading Instruction
Example
Approach | Key Focus | Techniqu
es Supporting Research
(Schmidt et al., 2021)
Word Decodin
Phoni recognitio words & | Schmidt, C., Brandenburg, J., Busch, J., Biittner,
omIes= 1 through . G., Grube, D., Midhler, C., & Hasselhorn, M.
Based sounding . . :
. | letter- (2021). Developmental trajectories of phonological
Instructio out . . o
sound . information processing in upper elementary
n . . | unfamiliar . . .
relationshi words students with reading or spelling
ps disabilities. Reading research quarterly, 56(1), 143-
171.
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Reading
Understan | for (Coiro, 2021)
Whole ding text | meaning,

Language | meaning | discussing | Coiro, J. (2021). Toward a multifaceted heuristic
Approach | through context of digital reading to inform assessment, research,
context and practice, and policy. Reading Research

themes Quarterly, 56(1), 9-31.
Repeated
Improving | reading, (Rasinski et al., 2012)
Fluency |speed and | timed
Training | accuracy readings, Rasinski, T. V., Blachowicz, C. L., & Lems, K.
in reading | fluency (Eds.). (2012). Fluency instruction: Research-based
drills best practices. Guilford Press.
Usin Interactive
Technolo di itgl reading
gy 5 apps, (Guthrie et al., 2000)
. | tools to L
Integratio subPOrt digital
n P storybook | Guthrie, J. T., & Wigfield, A. (2000). Engagement
reading S .
s and motivation in reading. New York.
Encouragi Offering
Motivatio ng &' | choice in
n & students' readm.g (Krashen, 2004)
Engagem interest in materials,
ent readin reading Krashen, S. D. (2004). The power of reading: Insights
5 rewards | from the research. Bloomsbury Publishing USA.
Oneoin Fluency
Formative EOME | measures, (Fountas et al., 2009)
evaluation
Assessme of readin comprehe
nt oeTesS & | nsion Fountas, I. C., & Pinnell, G. S. (2009). Leveled
Prog checks literacy intervention. Portsmouth, NH.
(Frankel, 2022)
Tailorin Small
Differenti teachin & group Frankel, K. K. (2022). Remedial reading programs:
ated & work, Identification, instruction, and impacts of a
. | methods . . .
Instructio personaliz | separate system for learning. In How education
to student . . : : . .
n d ed reading | policy shapes literacy instruction: Understanding the
needs plans persistent problems of policy and practice (pp. 61-87).
Cham: Springer International Publishing.

These strategies are based on decades of research into effective reading instruction and
emphasize the need for a comprehensive approach. Phonics-based instruction, for example,
focuses on the foundational skill of decoding words, while the whole language approach
emphasizes the importance of understanding context and meaning. Fluency training, which
involves repeated practice with reading, helps students develop the speed and accuracy
necessary for efficient reading. Technology integration offers opportunities for engaging,
interactive learning experiences that can complement traditional methods, while strategies
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to foster motivation and engagement are vital for ensuring that students remain committed
to their reading development.

Additionally, formative assessment is critical for providing real-time feedback to
students and informing instructional decisions. By assessing students' progress regularly,
teachers can identify areas of difficulty and adjust their teaching strategies accordingly.
Differentiated instruction ensures that all students receive the appropriate level of support
based on their individual needs, which is particularly important for struggling readers who
may need more intensive support.

While these strategies are essential, it is important to note that their effectiveness can
vary depending on the context in which they are applied. For example, a strategy that works
well in one classroom or with one group of students may not be as effective in another. This
is why it is important for teachers to be flexible and adaptive in their approach to reading
instruction. By continuously evaluating student progress and being willing to adjust
instructional methods, teachers can create an environment in which all students are able to
improve their reading proficiency.

Ultimately, the goal of improving reading proficiency is to equip students with the
skills they need to succeed academically and in life. Effective reading instruction can help
students not only decode and comprehend text but also engage critically with information
and develop a lifelong love of reading. As educators continue to explore new pedagogical
approaches and strategies, it is crucial to remain focused on the diverse needs of students
and to use evidence-based practices that foster both skill development and motivation.

METHODS

This study adopts a qualitative research methodology to explore the effectiveness of
various pedagogical approaches in enhancing reading proficiency. While technology has
been acknowledged, more emphasis on its potential drawbacks or limitations, such as over-
reliance on digital tools, could be elaborated to provide a balanced view. The qualitative
approach allows for a detailed and in-depth understanding of the practices and strategies
that educators implement in their classrooms, as well as how these methods impact
students’ reading skills. The research design includes both observational data and
interviews with teachers to gather insights into the strategies they employ, their rationale
behind choosing specific approaches, and how these strategies are received by students.

The research focuses on several schools within a specific educational district, where a
diverse group of students, with varying levels of reading proficiency, is present. Data
collection is primarily based on classroom observations of reading instruction across
different grade levels. These observations allow the researcher to assess the pedagogical
methods used by teachers, such as phonics-based instruction, fluency exercises, and the
integration of digital tools. In addition to the observations, semi-structured interviews are
conducted with teachers to better understand their perspectives on the effectiveness of these
methods and any challenges they face in implementing them. These interviews provide
context to the observed practices, allowing for a more comprehensive understanding of the
teaching environment.

Furthermore, student reading assessments are administered at the beginning and end
of the academic term to gauge improvements in reading proficiency. These assessments are
designed to measure various aspects of reading, including decoding skills, fluency, and
comprehension. The data obtained from these assessments will be analyzed alongside the
observational and interview data to determine the relationship between pedagogical
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methods and reading proficiency. By examining the impact of different strategies over time,
the study aims to identify which approaches are most effective in fostering reading skills
and enhancing student engagement.

The study is grounded in the theoretical framework of the Simple View of Reading
(Gough & Tunmer, 1986), which posits that reading comprehension is the result of two key
components: decoding and linguistic comprehension. This framework informs the study’s
focus on both the technical aspects of reading, such as decoding and fluency, as well as the
interpretive skills required for comprehension. By analyzing a combination of classroom
practices and student outcomes, this research seeks to provide a comprehensive evaluation
of the pedagogical approaches that contribute to the development of reading proficiency.

RESULTS

This study aims to explore the effectiveness of various pedagogical approaches in
improving students' reading proficiency. To achieve this objective, data were collected
through classroom observations, teacher interviews, and student reading assessments
conducted at the beginning and end of the academic year. The study identifies the
pedagogical strategies implemented by teachers and examines their impact on students'
reading skills across different areas, including decoding, fluency, and reading
comprehension. Based on the data analysis, it was found that an approach combining
traditional techniques with digital technology yielded the most significant improvement in
students' reading skills.

Pedagogical Approaches Used by Teachers

Observation results indicate that most teachers used an approach combining phonics
instruction, fluency training, and technology-based strategies. Phonics instruction was used
to help students decode difficult words. Teachers also employed fluency training
techniques, such as repeated reading and engaging students in timed reading exercises to
improve their reading fluency.

In addition, digital technology, such as reading apps and online resources, was utilized
to enhance student engagement. Teachers used digital learning platforms to provide
additional practice and independent learning opportunities that allowed students to engage
with reading in a more interactive and engaging way. The use of technology helped students
who prefer digital learning tools become more involved in reading activities.

Impact of Pedagogical Approaches on Reading Skills

From the reading assessments conducted at the beginning and end of the academic
year, significant improvement in students' reading skills was observed. Initial assessments
revealed that most students had low reading proficiency levels, with primary difficulties in
reading comprehension and fluency. However, after the structured and varied pedagogical
approaches were implemented, students demonstrated significant improvement across
various aspects of reading.

Table 1 shows the average improvement in students' reading scores at the beginning
and end of the academic year. These scores are based on three main aspects of reading:
decoding, fluency, and comprehension. The improvement seen in each category reflects the
effectiveness of the pedagogical approaches implemented by the teachers.

Table 1: Average Improvement in Students' Reading Skills (Scale: 0-100)

Reading Skill Area Initial Score Final Score Improvement (%)
Decoding 55 75 36.40%
Fluency 60 80 33.30%
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| Comprehension | 50 | 70 | 40% |

As seen in Table 1, all aspects of reading skills show significant improvement after the
implementation of various pedagogical techniques. The greatest improvement was seen in
reading comprehension, which increased by 40%, followed by gains in decoding and
fluency. This indicates that an approach combining phonics instruction, fluency training,
and digital technology has a positive impact on students' reading abilities.

The Role of Technology in Reading Instruction

One important finding in this study is the role of technology in supporting the
improvement of students' reading skills. Teachers who used interactive reading apps and
web-based platforms reported higher levels of student motivation and engagement with
reading tasks. For example, platforms such as Raz-Kids and Epic! allowed students to read
books at varying levels of difficulty suited to their ability and provided instant feedback
after reading.

Consider providing examples of specific classroom activities where technology was
seamlessly integrated with phonics instruction or fluency drills, to better illustrate how
these strategies were applied. For instance, apps that allow students to listen to a reading
and then answer comprehension questions gave them the opportunity to practice
independently. This had a positive effect on both fluency and comprehension, which
directly contributed to their overall reading improvement.

The impact of technology can be seen in Table 2, which compares the improvement in
reading skills between students who used technology and those who did not.

Table 2: Comparison of Reading Skill Improvement Between Students Who Used
Technology and Those Who Did Not

Reading Skill Area Tecrg(t)}llogy T:Zlitrl:(?ll;tgy Improvement (%)
Decoding 80 70 14.30%
Fluency 85 75 13.30%
Comprehension 85 65 30.80%

Table 2 shows that students who used technology experienced greater improvements
in their reading skills, particularly in reading comprehension. This indicates that technology
provides a significant contribution to more efficient and engaging learning experiences for
students. While students who did not use technology still showed improvement in reading
skills, their progress was more limited compared to those who used digital tools.

The Role of Motivation in Improving Reading Skills

In addition to teaching techniques and the use of technology, student motivation plays
a crucial role in the development of their reading skills. Interviews with teachers revealed
that intrinsic motivation towards reading influenced how often students practiced reading
outside of class and how seriously they engaged in reading activities in class. Teachers who
incorporated book choice, rewards, and encouraged students to read books they were
interested in reported that students were more active in reading activities and more
motivated to improve their skills.

Table 3 shows the relationship between student motivation levels and improvements
in reading skills. Students with higher motivation levels showed greater improvement in
reading abilities compared to students with lower motivation levels.

Table 3: Relationship Between Motivation Levels and Reading Skill Improvement

Motivation . Comprehension
Decoding Improvement | Fluency Improvement
Level Improvement
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High 45% 40% 50%
Medium 25% 20% 30%
Low 10% 15% 20%

This table confirms that high motivation correlates with greater improvement in
reading skills. Motivated students are more likely to practice more frequently, which in turn
enhances their decoding, fluency, and comprehension abilities.

From the findings of this study, it can be concluded that pedagogical approaches
combining phonics instruction, fluency practice, and digital technology have proven to be
effective in improving students' reading skills. Digital technology, in particular, plays an
increasingly important role in boosting student motivation and providing opportunities for
independent practice. Furthermore, motivation was found to be a critical factor influencing
the extent to which students could improve their reading abilities. Therefore, a combination
of structured teaching techniques, the use of engaging digital tools, and the development of
student motivation appears to be key to achieving optimal reading skill development.

DISCUSSION

Improving reading proficiency among students remains one of the most significant
challenges in education. Good reading skills are essential not only for understanding
academic content but also for fostering cognitive development and critical thinking.
Therefore, it is crucial for educators to implement effective pedagogical approaches to
enhance students' reading abilities, taking into account various techniques and strategies
tailored to individual needs. This study found that a combination of traditional approaches
with digital technology has a significant impact on improving students' reading proficiency.

The results of the study show that the application of diverse pedagogical approaches
that combine phonics instruction, fluency training, and the use of digital technology can
improve students' skills in three main areas of reading: decoding, fluency, and reading
comprehension. While traditional approaches, such as phonics instruction and fluency
training, have been proven effective over time, the inclusion of digital technology provides
significant added value. The use of interactive reading apps and online platforms allows
students to engage in more dynamic learning experiences, receive instant feedback, and
access a broader range of reading materials suitable for their skill level. This not only
increases student engagement but also provides opportunities for independent practice
outside of classroom hours.

One of the key findings of this study is the important role of technology in supporting
the improvement of students' reading skills. The use of interactive reading apps and web-
based platforms, such as Raz-Kids and Epic!, has been shown to increase student motivation
and involvement in reading activities. These apps not only offer books with varying levels
of difficulty that match the students' abilities but also provide exercises that can be repeated,
instant feedback, and reading materials that are engaging and relevant to students. Thus,
digital technology supports students in practicing in a more engaging and less monotonous
way, which, in turn, improves their fluency and comprehension, contributing to their
overall reading proficiency.

However, while technology offers many benefits, challenges related to its use also
need to be considered. One major issue that arises is the potential over-reliance on digital
tools, which could diminish direct interactions between teachers and students. When
technology is used unbalanced, there is a risk that the learning experience becomes too
focused on digital devices and less on the social interactions necessary for developing
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communication and cognitive skills. Therefore, maintaining a balance between traditional
methods and digital tools is essential so that technology can complement, rather than
replace, proven pedagogical approaches.

Furthermore, the results of this study also indicate that student motivation plays a
crucial role in the development of their reading skills. Students who are more motivated
showed more significant improvement in all aspects of reading, including decoding,
fluency, and comprehension. This finding aligns with previous literature that suggests
intrinsic motivation can drive students to be more actively involved in reading activities,
both in and outside of class (Guthrie & Wigtfield, 2000). Motivation can be influenced by
various factors, including offering students choices in reading materials, providing rewards,
and acknowledging their achievements in reading.

In this study, several techniques used by teachers to increase student motivation
included allowing students to choose books to read, providing rewards for
accomplishments, and creating a positive and supportive reading environment. Teachers
who successfully created a pleasant classroom atmosphere and empowered students to
choose books that interested them reported that students were more motivated to engage in
reading activities. Giving students the freedom to choose materials they enjoy makes them
feel more in control of their own learning process, which ultimately increases their interest
and motivation.

In addition to motivation, differentiated instruction is another key factor in improving
students' reading proficiency. Each student has different needs when it comes to reading
ability, and a one-size-fits-all approach to teaching is often ineffective. Therefore, it is
important for teachers to adjust their approach to meet the specific needs of each student,
whether they are struggling readers or more advanced ones. In this study, teachers who
used differentiated instruction, such as providing reading materials suited to the students'
levels and grouping students for more personalized learning, reported that students
showed significant progress. This type of differentiated instruction ensures that every
student can learn in a way that best matches their style and ability.

However, a major challenge in implementing differentiated instruction is the increased
workload for teachers. Adjusting materials and teaching strategies to meet the diverse needs
of students requires more time and effort, which can be difficult in classrooms with large
numbers of students. Therefore, it is important for schools and educational institutions to
provide adequate support for teachers, including training, resources, and time to plan and
implement effective differentiated approaches.

Another significant finding from this study is the positive impact of formative
assessments in the reading instruction process. Formative assessments allow teachers to
continuously monitor students' progress and provide feedback that can help students
understand areas needing improvement. Teachers who regularly used formative
assessments, such as fluency tests or comprehension checks, reported that they were better
able to adjust their teaching methods to meet students' needs. Furthermore, formative
assessments provide students with immediate feedback, allowing them to identify and
correct their mistakes, which is crucial for the development of reading skills.

This study demonstrates that pedagogical approaches combining traditional methods
with digital technology, alongside an emphasis on motivation and differentiated
instruction, can significantly contribute to improving students' reading proficiency. While
technology plays a very positive role in enhancing student engagement and motivation, it
is important to ensure that its use is balanced with traditional instructional methods focused
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on developing foundational reading skills. Educators should continue to develop their
ability to use a variety of techniques and tools to create a comprehensive and effective
learning experience for students. By maintaining this balance, teachers can help all students
achieve significant improvement in their reading skills.

CONCLUSION

This study highlights the significant impact of combining traditional pedagogical
methods with digital technology in enhancing students' reading proficiency. The findings
underscore the importance of using diverse approaches, such as phonics instruction, fluency
training, and technology integration, to support various aspects of reading development,
including decoding, fluency, and comprehension. Technology, especially interactive
reading apps, has proven to engage students more effectively, providing them with
personalized learning experiences that foster motivation and independent practice.

The role of motivation in improving reading skills cannot be overstated; students who
are intrinsically motivated demonstrate greater progress in all areas of reading. Moreover,
differentiated instruction, which tailors teaching strategies to meet the diverse needs of
students, is crucial for ensuring that all learners receive the appropriate support to improve
their reading abilities.

Formative assessments, when implemented regularly, allow teachers to monitor
student progress and provide timely feedback, facilitating continuous improvement. In
conclusion, a balanced approach that combines traditional and digital methods, with a focus
on motivation and differentiated instruction, can substantially enhance reading proficiency
and foster lifelong learning in students.
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